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Johnsons wish to practise law.
think there is a probability of obtaining the favour asked, I am sur your humanity, and propensity to relieve merit in distress, will inclin you to serve the poor man, without my adding any more to the troubl I have already given you, than assuring you that I am, with gre: truth, Sir,
' Your faithful servant,
' GOWER.
'Trentham, Aug. i, 1739.'
It was, perhaps, no small disappointment to Johnson that tin respectable application had not the desired effect; yet how muc reason has there been, both for himself and his country, to rejoic that it did not succeed, as he might probably have wasted i obscurity those hours in which he afterwards produced h. incomparable works.
About this time he made one other effort to emancipate hirr self from the drudgery of authourship. He applied to Dr. Adam to consult Dr. Smalbroke of the Commons, whether a perso might be permitted to practice as an advocate there, without doctor's degree in Civil Law. ' I am (said he) a total stranger t these studies ; but whatever is a profession, and maintains nun bers, rrrust be within the reach of common abilities, and sorr degree of industry.1 Dr. Adams was much pleased with Join son's design to employ his talents in that manner, being confidei he would have attained to great eminence. And, indeed, I caum conceive a man better qualified to make a distinguished figure as lawyer ; for, he would have brought to his profession a rich stoi of various knowledge, an uncommon acuteness,and a command i language, in which few could have equalled, and none haA surpassed him'. He who could display eloquence and wit i defence of the decision of the House of Commons upc Mr. Wilkes's election for Middlesex2, and of the unconstitution taxation of our fellow-subjects in America3, must have been powerful advocate in any cause. But here, also, the want of ' degree was an insurmountable bar.
He was, therefore, under the necessity of persevering in th.
' 'What a pity it is, Sir,' said to him  Sir William   Scott, afterwards
might have been Lord Chancellor Great Britain.'    Post, April 17, 175, if you
